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The aim of the author, however, is to acquaint the public with 
the problems and difficulties confronting those who labor for the 
future of the Negro race. He complains of the land tenure, the 
credit system by which the Negroes become indebted to their 
landlords, the lack of educational facilities, and the consequent 
ignorance of the masses of the race. To enlist support to remedy 
these evils wherever this condition obtains, the life of the author 
who for twenty-five years has had to struggle against hardships is 
hereby presented as typical of the thousands of teachers white and 
black now suffering all but martyrdom in the South that the 
Negroes may after all have a chance to toil upward. 

The book is not highly literary. The style is generally rough. 
Interesting facts appear here and there, but they did not reach 
the stage of organization in passing through the author's mind. 
The value of the book, however, is not materially diminished by 
its style. It certainly reflects the feelings and chronicles the deeds 
of a large group of the American people during one of the most 
critical periods of our history and must therefore be read with 
profit by those interested in the strivings of the people of low 
estate. Persons primarily concerned with industrial education 
will find this sketch unusually valuable. To throw further light 
on this systematic effort to elevate the Negroes of Alabama the 
author has given numerous illustrations. Among these are Uncle 
Charles Lee and His Home in the Black Belt, Partial View of the 
Snow Hill Institute, A New Type of Home in the Black Belt, 
Typical Log Cabin in the Black Belt, the Home of a Snow Hill 
Graduate, Graduates of Snow Hill Institute and Teachers of Snow 
Hill Institute. 

Women of Achievement. By Benjamin Brawley. Woman's 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, Chicago, 1919. 
Pp. 92. 

Glancing at the title of this volume one would expect to find 
therein the sketches of a number of women of color known to be 
useful in the uplift of the Negro race. Instead of this, however, 
there is the disappointment in the restriction of these sketches to 
Harriet Tubman, Nora Gordon, Meta "Warrick Puller, Mary 
McLeod Bethune, and Mary Church Terrell. No one will question 
the claims of some of these women to honorable mention, but when 
Nora Gordon, an unknown but successful missionary to Africa, is 
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given precedence to the hundreds of women of color who have 
influenced thought and contributed to the common good of the 
race and country the historian must call for an explanation. 

It is equally clear that in choosing the other four of these 
women as representative of the achievements of their race the 
biographer has done other distinguished women of the Negro race 
considerable injustice, if his book is to be taken seriously. Harriet 
Tubman was truly a great character and her life is an interesting 
chapter in the history of this country. Whether Meta Warrick 
Fuller, Mary McLeod Bethune and Mary Church Terrell deserve 
special consideration to the exclusion of others, however, is de- 
batable. Meta Warrick Fuller has distinguished herself in art and 
so have several other women of color. Mary McLeod Bethune is 
generally considered an enterprising educator and public spirited 
woman, but one can here raise the question as to whether she leads 
her companions. Mary Church Terrell has very well established 
herself as an acceptable speaker on the race problem and so have 
many others. 

In giving the facts which entitle these characters to honorable 
mention the author did not do his task well. He mentioned too 
few incidents in the lives of these persons to make them interest- 
ing. In other words, instead of presenting facts to speak for them- 
selves the author too easily yielded to the temptation to indulge in 
mere eulogy. These mistakes cannot be excused, even if the book 
is intended for children. On the whole, however, the work indi- 
cates effort in the right direction and it is hoped that more exten- 
sive and numerous sketches of women of achievement of the Negro 
race may be found in the literature of our day. 



